Preamble
Meeting the age-old desires of our people, the armed struggle for national liberation brought together all the patriotic sectors of Mozambican society in the same ideals of freedom, unity, justice, progress and democracy.
When national independence was won on the 25th of June 1975, the Mozambican people were given back their fundamental rights.
The Constitution of 1990 introduced the democratic rule of law, based on pluralism. It laid down the structural parameters for modernization and progress, making a decisive contribution to the beginning of a democratic climate that led the country to its first successful multiparty elections.
This Constitution reaffirms the fundamental principles of the Mozambican State. Furthermore, it enshrines the sovereign nature of the democratic rule of law, based on pluralism of expression and partisan organisation and on respect for and the guarantee of fundamental rights of citizens.
The extensive participation of citizens in making this basic law conveys the consensus to strengthen democracy, freedom and national unity, which flows from the collective wisdom of the people.
TITLE I BASIC PRINCIPLES AND HUMAN RIGHTS
CHAPTER I THE REPUBLIC
Article 1 Republic of Mozambique
The Republic of Mozambique is an independent, sovereign, democratic State of social justice that respects all its international commitments.
Article 2 Sovereignty and Legality
1. Sovereignty is vested in the people.
2. The Mozambican people shall exercise their sovereignty in the manner provided for in this Constitution.
3. The State is subordinate to the Constitution and is founded on legality, because this is the driving force of the modern Mozambican society.
4. Constitutional rules shall prevail over all other rules of the legal order.
Article 3 Democratic Rule of Law
The Republic of Mozambique is a State governed by the rule of law, based on pluralism of expression and democratic political organisation and on the guarantee of fundamental human rights and freedoms.
Article 4 Legal Pluralism
The State recognises the different normative and dispute resolution systems that co-exist in Mozambican society, insofar as they are not contrary to the fundamental principles and values of the Constitution and/or of international agreements on human rights.
Article 5 Nationality
1. Mozambican nationality may be by origin or it may be acquired later in life.
2. The requirements for the attribution, acquisition, loss and re-acquisition of nationality are determined by the Constitution and regulated by Mozambican authorities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Article 6 Territory of the Republic of Mozambique
1. The territory of the Republic of Mozambique is a single whole, comprising the entire land surface, maritime zone and air space delimited by the national boundaries.
2. The breadth, limits and legal order of Mozambique’s territorial waters, the exclusive economic zone, the contiguous zone and seabed rights shall be fixed by separate laws.
